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AMS in wound management in horses 
 

 
 
Most wounds do NOT require antimicrobials:  Use systemic 
therapy only with infection, synovial involvement or systemic illness.  
 
Local wound management is ALWAYS indicated:   

• Lavage 
• Debridement  
• Bandaging Fly control  

 
 
Do NOT use antimicrobials for the following:   

• Granulation tissue overgrowth (proud flesh) 
• Clean sutured wounds  
• Seromas / haematomas 
• Uncomplicated hoof abscesses after drainage  

 

 

 

 

Are systemic signs present?                   
(lethargy, fever, limb swelling) 

 
Antimicrobials are NOT 

indicated 

 

 

Is swelling or purulent 
discharge present? 

Broad spectrum antimicrobials 
are indicated prior to C&S results 

Procaine penicillin G  
(22 000 IU/kg IM q12h) 

+ 
Gentamicin  

(6.6 mg/kg IV q24 h)   

Yes No No 

Yes 

Topical wound care may be 
required 

Regular removal of biofilms, necrotic 
tissue and exudates and bandaging 

 

. 

 

 

 

Is a synovial structure potentially 
involved in the wound? 

Is communication with the wound 
confirmed by flushing? Yes No 
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Take a sample for cytology and 
Culture and Susceptibility testing 

Is the wound a clean surgical or acute 
clean traumatic wound? 

Yes 

Yes 
No 

No 

Key messages 
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